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The motives which inspired Frederick to take
action are so clear that there is no need to seek
them in the solemn accusation against Austria which
he gave to the world in August. He deemed it ex-
pedient to take up the attitude of a German patriot,
who, after exhausting the resources of negotiation,
was driven to repel by force the conspiracy of the
Queen of Hungary against the constitution of the
Empire.

" The race of those Germans of old, who for so many
centuries defended their fatherland and their liberties
against all the majesty of the Roman Empire, still sur-
vives, and will make the same defence to-day against
those who dare to conspire against them. ... In
one word, the King asks for nothing and with him there
is no question whatever of personal interests. His Maj-
esty has recourse to arms only to restore liberty to
the Empire, the sceptre to the Emperor and peace to
Europe.'1

Such was the Prussian account of the origin of the
Second Silesian War.

Frederick again resorted to the method of simul-
taneous parley and stroke which had served so well
when he seized Silesia. On the same day (August
7, 1744) that his ambassador at Vienna announced
his crusade to rescue the Emperor, he himself aston-
ished the Saxons by showing them the Emperor's
order to permit the passage of Prussian troops. It
is characteristic of the tangled politics of the time
that Prussia and Saxony remained technically at
peace with each other while Frederick, as the Em-
peror's servant, led sixty thousand men up the Elbe